
The Quick and Dirty Guide to iMovie ’09

The best way to learn iMovie is to just dive and start playing around. iMovie also 
comes equipped with some very useful video tutorials, so if you find yourself getting 
stuck, click on “Help” in the toolbar, and then select “Video Tutorials.” This handout, 
then, is not the definitive guide to iMovie: it just covers the basics. That said, let’s 
get started!

Here’s what the iMovie interface looks like:
1. The Project Area: This is where you drag different pieces (film, images, sound) to 

create the final project. You can drag each item around to reorder it. To delete 
something, just select it and hit the delete button on your keyboard.

2. The Viewer: This offers you a preview of your project. It’s also where you can crop 
image or video files. 

3. The Toolbar: This has shortcuts to the most commonly used features. 
4. The Event Library: This shows you all the projects you’ve worked on so far, and 

allows you to move from one project to another
5. The Source Area: This is shows you the clips for your project. You can select and 

drag these clips into the Project Area
6. The Media Browser: This is where you can locate music, images, text, titles, 

transitions, and effects.



Note: It’s helpful to save all your files for your project in a single folder (I’ll call this 
your project folder through the rest of the handout). That way, you can find 
everything easily, and you can drag items directly from that folder into the Project 
Window. 

To Import Video:

To import from an external device (such as a camera), connect it to your computer. 
iMovie will recognize it and open an import window. You can either import all of the 
video, or hit the “manual” button, and select specific clips to import. Once you hit 
“import,” you’ll want to name the event as well. 

If you’d like to use a video that’s already been saved to your computer, just open the 
folder and drag the video file directly into the Project Window.

You can also record video directly in to your computer’s 
camera. Click the video camera icon in your toolbar, and 
then click “capture” to begin filming. Your video will then 
show up in your event library.

To Edit Video:

Click on the portion you’d like to edit in the Source Area. iMovie will automatically 
select a 4 second clip, but you can adjust that by pulling on the yellow box that 
surrounds the clip. Then, you can drag your selection into the Project Window.

You can edit each clip in the 
Project Window by clicking on the 
Inspector (the little cog icon in 
the bottom left corned of the 
clip). Once the Inspector opens, 
you can select Clip, Video, or 
Audio. The Clip menu lets you 
change the length of the clip and 

add effects. The Video menu lets 
you adjust the color of the clip. The Audio menu 
lets you adjust audio options like volume for the 
clip. Click “done” when finished.

If you’d like to crop a video clip, click the Crop icon on the toolbar. Adjust your 
selection as desired, and click “done” when finished. 

This menu will also allow you to add Ken Burns effects to your video clip. Two 
different rectangles will be visible: the green rectangle rectangle shows the starting 
frame for the photo, and the red rectangle shows the ending



frame. Select, move, and resize each 
rectangle and resize as desired and click 
“done” when finished.

To Import and Edit Images:

The Media Browser also lets you locate 
image files from iPhoto or Photobooth. Click 
the camera icon in the Media Browser to 
find these files (there’s also a search button 
that will locate image files anywhere on 
your computer). You can also import images from your project folder by dragging the 
file directly into the Project Window.

Click on the Inspector to bring up either crop/Ken Burns options (described above) or 
clip/video options (also described above).

To Import Audio:

You can use the Media Browser to locate audio 
files. Just hit the music note icon in the Media 
Browser, and browse music from iTunes or Garage 
Band, or sound effects from iMove.  There’s a 
search bar in the Media Browser that makes it easy 
to locate audio files anywhere on your computer.
You can also import audio by simply dragging an 
audio file from your project folder into the Project 
Window.

To Edit Audio:

Once you’ve found the audio file you want to use 
(either in the Media Browser or from your project 
folder), just drag it into the Project Window. 
There, you can adjust the length and volume of 
the audio clip by clicking on the Inspector. 

“Clip adjustment” will allow you to choose the length of the audio clip, while “Audio 
adjustment” will let you choose volume and fade options. 

To Add Titles and Transitions:

To add titles, click on the “T” icon in the Media Browser. Select a title, and drag it on 
to the clip you’d like the title to lay over. To edit the titles, just click on the text in 



the Viewer. You can also change the font, color, and size by clicking on “Show Fonts” 
in the upper left corner of the Viewer. Click “done” when finished.

To add transitions, click the transitions icon 
in the Media Browser. Select and drag 
your desired transition between the photos, 
and double click the transition icon (located 
between or after photos) to edit the 
transition in the Inspector window. 

To save and export your project: 

iMovie will automatically save your work in 
the Event Library as you go. But once you’ve 
completely finished your project, you’ll want 
to save and share it. You can either save your video to your computer, or use iMovie to 
export it directly to YouTube (you’ll need a YouTube account first). 

To save your project on your computer, 
click “Share” on the menu bar. Then 
choose “Export Using Quick Time.” This 
will open a dialogue box where you can 
name your video and choose what 
format you’d like to save it as. Click 
the “Export” toolbar to choose which 
file format you’d like to use.

If you’ve already set up a YouTube account, iMovie can 
upload your video directly to YouTube. Click “Share” on 
the menu bar, and then choose “YouTube.” This will 
open a dialogue box asking for your YouTube user name 
and password. You can also choose how big the file will 
be (better quality=bigger file size). Once you’re done, 
click “Next,” and iMovie will begin to upload your video 
to YouTube. 


