
Sample Assignment: Three Audio PSAs for Three Different Audiences 
 
For this assignment, you will draw upon your research from the public issue inquiry in 
order to compose three one-minute, audio public service announcements (PSAs) each 
designed to appeal to a unique audience. For example, if you had completed a public 
issue inquiry about the BP oil spill, you might draw upon your research to compose 
three different PSAs: 1) an argument to supporters of offshore drilling, persuading them 
to change their mind; 2) an argument to BP executives, encouraging them to spend 
more money to compensate victims of the spill; 3) an argument to environmentalist 
college students, motivating them to volunteer to support clean up 
efforts in the gulf. 
 
For each of your three PSAs, you will compose a voiceover script. Because you only 
have a minute for each PSA, you will need to revise extensively for conciseness. Keep 
your sentence structures simple and conversational—avoiding jargon and canned “term 
paper” phrases. In some cases, you may choose to add in music or sound effects if 
these elements will help you better achieve your rhetorical purpose. You may NOT use 
any copyrighted music in this project; however, you may use creative commons 
licensed music from sites such as http://freeplaymusic.com. 
After you write and revise your voiceover scripts, you will record your PSAs using either 
audacity (pc) or garageband (mac). In most cases, you will be able to record your voice 
using the internal microphone that already comes with your laptop (though you also may 
choose to check out an audio recorder from king library). Keep in mind that you will 
likely need to practice reading your script numerous times in order to deliver it clearly 
and persuasively. 
 
Audience Analysis Paper (25%) 
 
Before you actually compose and deliver your three, one-minute PSAs, you will first 
conduct an extensive analysis of your chosen audiences. You analysis paper (at least 
750 words) should address the following questions about each of your chosen 
audiences: 

• What does your audience already know and believe about this topic? 
• Why does your audience currently believe or act as they do? What objections are 

they likely to raise to your argument? 
• What types of language could you use to identify with your audience? 
• What enthymematic assumptions could you employ to build common ground with 

your audience? 
• What kinds of logical evidence (statistics, examples, anecdotes) are most likely 

to persuade your audience? Why? 
• What emotional appeals are most likely to persuade your audience? Why? 

 
The Three PSAs (50%) 
You will turn in the final PSAs as .wav or .mp3 files, along with a word document 
containing your voiceover scripts. 
 



To be successful, each of your three PSAs will need to: 
• Demonstrate a clear sense of rhetorical purpose (how you want your audience to 

think or act differently) 
• Be adapted to a specific audience (a localized group of people who share certain 
     assumptions and beliefs about your topic) 
• Employ a concise style (eliminating extraneous words) 
• Be exactly one minute in length 
• Draw upon the research you conducted for your public inquiry essay 

 
The Reflective Essay (25%) 
In addition to composing the PSAs, you will also write a reflection (at least 750 words) in 
which you address the following questions: 
 
1) What rhetorical purposes did your PSAs seek to achieve? 
2) What audiences did you address, and how did you adapt your work to them? 
3) What logical, ethical and emotional appeals did you make? What enthymematic 
arguments did you make? Why? 
4) How did you adapt your language in order to identify with your audiences? 
5) Why are your PSAs timely and relevant (kairotic) in the current moment? 
6) What revisions did you make in response to feedback from your peers and the 
instructor? 
Are there any revision suggestions that you did not choose to make? Why? 
7) What did you learn about rhetoric from this inquiry? 
8) What changes would you make to your PSAs if you had more time? 
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